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A Capital Time at the Capitol Theater
By: Gail Lenhard

A nice size group of nineteen (14 FSMGCC members & 5
Alfa Club members) met in front of the Capitol Theater in
Clearwater on Saturday, June 14th. Chief Marketing
Officer, Eric Blankenship, arrived on time to conduct the
tour. Although he doesn’t normally give tours, he was able
to give a bit of the theater’s history and explained the
relationship between Ruth Eckerd Hall and the Capitol
Theater. According to the Ruth Eckerd Hall website:
http://www.rutheckerdhall.com/tickets-and-events/venues/
capitol-theatre/
The Capitol Theatre has been a vital part of downtown
Clearwater since its opening on March 31, 1921. The
Clearwater News of March 17, 1921 described it as "one
of the most beautifully finished playhouses in the South."
Theater-goers were treated to a weeklong program of
stars and comedians from the silent movie era.
Eric mentioned that during the nine months, 11 million
dollar renovation, the construction took over two buildings
on either side to improve the guests’ experiences of
acoustics, intimacy, and sidelines. He pointed to bricks on
the west side of the lobby that had names barely visible on them and told the group that these were the
names of all Clearwater citizens who had fought in World War I. When the names were discovered, the
contractors carefully
removed each brick
that needed to be
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Next Meeting Location on July 19, 2014
Clearwater Country Club, 525 North Betty Lane,
Clearwater, FL 33755, 727-446-9501
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incorporation of the two
buildings was necessary.
The theater has large
restrooms for guests along
with two lounges inside
and one outside, two ‘Star
Rooms’ complete with
furniture and private
bathrooms, dressing
rooms, a backstage area,
and a wonderful outside
terrace that guests can
enjoy. He said that there
are still some renovations
left to complete, but they
should be done soon.
The new seats were very comfy in the 750 seat theater and Eric stated that the size works
well because it conditions the market to pay more for quality programs. (I guess that’s
why he’s in marketing –
always has an angle.)
After the tour, the group
headed to O’Keefe’s for lunch
and everyone had a great time
talking with everyone else.
Bruce conducted a quick
FSMGCC monthly meeting
after our server took our orders.

Board of Directors
Ted Badger
727-465-6448
marited@verizon.net
Dennis J. Magee
727-726-1273
dmagee119@verizon.net
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Florida Suncoast MG Car Club
Monthly Minutes Summary
June 14, 2014
The meeting was held at Keegan’s in Clearwater following a very interesting tour of the Capitol Theater. President Bruce
Rauch called the meeting to order at 12:50 p.m. and welcomed many Alfa club members.
Trivia Question: The MG inspired the naming of what musical group?
The Secretary's Report and the Treasurer’s Report were approved as presented.
Membership Report: Glenn Lenhard stated that the club currently has 63 family/members.
Regalia: There is only one grill badge left.
Committee Reports:
Activities – Bruce briefly went over the past activities:
May 17 – Tour of the Florida Orange Groves Winery & lunch at the Horse & Jockey Restaurant was an enjoyable event.
Future Activities: Bruce briefly reviewed upcoming events. See Activities in this Informer.
Lunch Club:
July ?
August?
Fellowship: Dot Britton has been in Heartland of Zephyrhills, 38220 Henry Dr., Zephyrhills, FL 33545 and said that cards
would be welcome to Harry & Dot. Lee Strickland is a Rehab facility and doing well.
Newsletter: Dennis Magee – articles due by: June 20th
Old Business:
Northeast High School: Glenn has hired Hunter, who is a Junior at NEHS, to participate in the Glenn’s MG Repair
Summer Internship Program.
Announcements: Trivia Question Answer: Booker T & the MGs was the name of the group. Prudy & Rich Olsen were
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the only winners.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
Gail Lenhard, Secretary

Celebrating the 90th anniversary the MG marque

Calendar of Events 2014
Bold type is Club sponsored event..
Jul 19: Monthly Membership Meeting; Saturday, 9:00 AM at the Clearwater Country Club Grill Room, 525 North
Betty Lane, Clearwater, FL 33755 (727) 446-9501- Breakfast served starting at 8:30 AM.
Jul 14-18: GT-39, the North American MGA Register
International Get Together in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada;
for info go to www.gt-39.namgar.com. There will be a
train, auto, ferry tour to Ottawa –for more info contact
B&B Rauch at 727-576-9474 or
brauch1@tampabay.rr.com.

July 2014 Fellowship
JULY ANNIVERSARIES
July 7 John & Janet Hessey
July 25 Jim & Nancy Lowda
July 25 Bill & Marion Mason

Jul 20: TBBCC Burger Quest 1:30 PM - Mike & Karen
Silvernail are organizing this monthly inter-club event.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
July 3
July 4
July 6
July 8
July 10
July 11
July 14
July 17

Joanne Baumgartner
John Soler
Sherrie Fitzpatrick
Kathy Mills
Jean Magee
Ed McCarroll
Nigel Petch
Rick Hoppes

Aug 09: Monthly Membership Meeting; Saturday,
9:00 AM at the Clearwater Country Club Grill
Room, 525 North Betty Lane, Clearwater, FL 33755
(727) 446-9501- Breakfast served starting at 8:30 AM.

Dot Britton is at Heartland of Zephyrhills following a hospitalization with a broken arm after falling. The Club has sent cards
but she & Harry would welcome all good wishes from Members:
Dot Britton, c/o Heartland of Zephyrhills, 38220 Henry Drive.
Zephyrhills, FL 33545
Lee Strickland is working hard in Rehab at Allegro of St. Petersburg following abdominal surgery. The Club has sent cards. He
may be home before long, but you can send cards & notes to
home: 7697 Caponata Blvd., Seminole, FL 33777
Sandra Petch is progressing well in recovery from a total hip
replacement. She reports that she's now walking around at home
"unaided.”

Sep 13: Monthly Membership Meeting; Saturday,
9:00 AM at the Clearwater Country Club Grill
Room, 525 North Betty Lane, Clearwater, FL 33755
(727) 446-9501- Breakfast served starting at 8:30 AM.
Sep 14: SUNDAY 4:00 p.m. – Early Bird Dinner
Theater, 13355 49th Street North, Clearwater –
BYOB – RSVP to Bert & Bruce Rauch at 727-5769474 or brauch1@tampabay.rr.com.
Sep 18-21: Southeast British Car Festival & MGA
Regional GT, Dillard, GA in the scenic North Georgia
mountains hosted by the Peachtree MG Registry. This
four-day event promises to be packed with exciting
activities and beautiful MGs. Reserve the date now!
Contact: Jack Orkin. Email: jack.orkin@emory.edu. or

www.peachtreemg.com.
Oct 25: 8:00 AM Breakfast at the Paradise Restaurant, Main Street, Safety Harbor followed by the All British Car
Show and Autojumble
Oct 25: 28th Annual All British Field Meet and Autojumble on the Main Street in downtown Safety Harbor. Registration
forms available at www.TBAHC.com
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Nov 7-9: Third Annual When Pigs Fly South BBQ Challenge - Sun-N-Fun Classic Car Show, Fly-In and BBQ Cook-Off,
4175 Medulla Road, Lakeland…see lots of cars, planes and Kansas City BBQ – for info go to www.sun-n-fun.org/
pigsflysouth - car-a-van from Derby Lanes, St. Pete
Nov 14-16: MG Jamboree at the Riverside Resort, Homosassa. Please check page six of this newsletter or the
club's website for Registration information. Contact Gail Lenhard if you would like to volunteer for this event.

Tech Session
A Question of Polarity and Regularity
The following article appeared in the June 2014 Auto Restorer Magazine. Although it was written about 1951 Packards,
the same principles apply to our older positive earth (ground) British cars.
Q: I think my polarity has been switched.
I have two '51 Packards that appear to have been converted from original positive ground to negative ground. I don't know
if they were converted or someone just hooked them up wrong before I got them, however, both run fine, as do all lights,
horn, etc. But neither radio works (I suspect because they are positive ground). Any help you can offer will be greatly
appreciated.

A: Regarding your Packards, if everything works as it should, then I would surmise that whoever did the conversions on
these cars knew what they were doing. Switching polarity on an old car is generally a simple operation, depending on how
the system is designed. You will want to switch the wires on the ammeter so it will read correctly. Disconnect the battery
before making this change. And then you will need to switch the positive and negative low-tension wires going to the
ignition coil. (Unless you can find a universal voltage regulator for your car, when you reverse polarity you may hasten the
demise of the points in your original.) Finally, put the battery in so the ground is the negative pole, then touch a small
wire from the positive pole of the battery to the field terminal on the generator. This polarizes the generator. However, to
get the radio to work, you will need to switch the vibrator to a more modern one of the correct polarity.
The disadvantage to switching polarity on cars of the vintage of your Packards is that in the voltage regulator, the contact
points are set up for the current to flow in a specific direction. That's because, as the points vibrate and arc between each
other during operation, a tiny bit of one contact is made molten and jumps and welds to the other contact. To minimize
this condition, the contacts are made of different materials in order to limit this transfer of metal, and the points' failure that
eventually results. So when you reverse the polarity through them, you compromise the life of the points. This will
shorten the life of the voltage regulator over time, but most people I know who have reversed the polarity of their cars have
not experienced problems.
Also, Antique Automobile Radio sells power inverters and converters that let you run negative-ground equipment on
positive-ground systems, and/or go from a 6-to a 12-volt power supply. You can reach them at: Antique Automobile Radio
Inc., 700 Tampa Rd., Palm Harbor, FL 34683; antiqueautomobileradio.com; 800-933-4926.
Reprinted from the June 2014 Auto Restorer magazine
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St Petersburg, FL 33784-1273

Upcoming Events 2014
July
Jul 19: Monthly Membership Meeting; Saturday, 9:00
AM at the Clearwater Country Club Grill Room, 525
North Betty Lane, Clearwater, FL 33755 (727) 446-9501Breakfast served starting at 8:30 AM.
Jul 14-18: GT-39, the North American MGA Register International Get Together in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada; for
info go to www.gt-39.namgar.com. There will be a train,
auto, ferry tour to Ottawa –for more info contact B&B
Rauch at 727-576-9474 or brauch1@tampabay.rr.com.
Jul 20: TBBCC Burger Quest 1:30 PM - Mike & Karen
Silvernail are organizing this monthly inter-club event.

August
Aug 09: Monthly Membership Meeting; Saturday, 9:00
AM at the Clearwater Country Club Grill Room, 525
North Betty Lane, Clearwater, FL 33755 (727) 446-9501Breakfast served starting at 8:30 AM
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