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Christmas Party 2011
By Dennis J. Magee, Editor

They just keep getting better each year. That was the consensus of over forty club members who
attended the 2011 Christmas Party at Daddy’s
Grill, Oldsmar. Along with the wonderful dinner
of a selection of either Prime-rib, Salmon, or
Chicken, along with desserts, the occasion was
also an appreciation for those members who
served on the Board of Directors for 2011 and a
review of the yearly activities for 2011, by
President, Glenn Lenhard. Also, installation of
the new Board of Directors for 2012 was
completed with the return of Glenn Lenhard,
President, Gail Lenhard, Secretary, John Lester
Treasurer, Dennis Magee, Board Member, and
Barrie Carson, Regalia. Newly elected Bruce
Rauch as Vice-President, Ted Badger, Mike
Silvernail, and Dave Wilgus as Board Members.
Final activity for the evening was the ever popular gift-exchange and final goodbye's for the evening and
for 2011, as this is the last club activity of the year. All fond memories to last a life time. (See additional
photos on page 5).

2011 Christmas Parade in downtown St. Petersburg.
Written by Nancy Nick

Once again, our little British cars were a great hit with the spectators
at the Christmas Parade. The parade theme this year of "Neighbors
Helping Neighbors"
was a bit more
thought-provoking
for us in decorating
our vehicles, but
some of us managed
to pull it off while
others
simply
decorated
with
festive wrapped gifts
and bows. The main
contenders in our
group who attempted
to honor the theme
were Bruce and Bert Rauch who decorated their 1975 MGB as Mater
from the film “Cars”…the little tow truck who would definitely help
any neighbor in need of a tow, and John and Nancy Nick who
decorated their 1975 MGB with the Mickey and Friends (Mickey,
Minnie, and Pluto), who if anyone has grandkids and watches the
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NEW Mickey Mouse Club will surely know that these little Disney
characters most certainly help all of their friends when help is
requested or needed.
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Those who participated in the parade this year were: Rich and
Purdy Olson (1952 MGTD); Bernie McEntegart and grandson,
Seth, (1969 MGA); Bruce and Bert Rauch (1975 MGB); John and
Nancy Nick (1975 MGB); Glenn and Gail Lenhard with
granddaughters Laci and Lili and newly “adopted” granddaughter,
Channing (1966 MG 1100); John and Margaret Lester (1980
MGB); Lee and Bobbie Strickland (1973 MGB); David and Rose
Mary Knight (1971 MGB); and Mike and Karen Silvernail (1960
MGA). I must admit that over the years, I think this was the best
weather day we have ever had.
After we completed the parade (still ongoing, but we were done),
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we had hungry club members who all met up for lunch
at Chattaways on 4th Street, although it was a challenge
to get to the restaurant due to the closed roads from the
still ongoing parade. Some club members who met us
at the restaurant who did not participate in the parade
were Jeff and Jan Zorn, Dave Wilgus, and Nigel and
Sandra Petch. Unfortunately, the Silvernails and Bernie
McEntegart were unable to meet us for lunch. I don’t
know whether we all were extra hungry or not, but the
food this year tasted the best it had ever been and we
had a great time chatting and seeing how everyone was
spending the remainder of 2011. After all was said and
done amongst the well wishes and goodbyes, some
stated that they would see the group again at the Club
Christmas Party, whereas those who would not be
attending that event would be seeing some at the First
Ride on January 1, 2012, sponsored by the Tampa Bay British Car Club (TBBCC-co-presidents are Phil and
Fiona Ross who are also members of our club), where we meet at the Sunshine Skyway Bridge and have a
wonderful cruise and finish our first ride of the new
year with a place to enjoy camaraderie and good food
to ring in the new year.
Not to be accused of plagiarizing since I didn‘t create
this statement, but I would like to close my review
with this comment: “Merry Christmas to All and to
All a Good Night”!
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Christmas Parades
By John and Maggie Lester

Saturday 3rd December was bright and clear, sunny with a typical Florida December temperature of 75 degrees.
St Petersburg held its annual Christmas day parade in downtown St Pete. Ten members of the Florida Suncoast
MG Car Club met at our designated spot on the parade route at 8:30 am. Then we all proceeded to produce
decorations of all sorts to “Gussy Up” our little British cars. It was a good parade, very slow, about 3 miles in
total with lots of people lining the streets. Unfortunately for me, Noddy overheated and I had to stop for a while.
The rest of the MG club were embarrassed as Noddy was sporting the club banner! For the technical, I have two
unmarked switches in Noddy, one for an override of the temperature switch on the electric fans and one for my
spotlights. Guess which one I switched on! You got it, the spotlights! I only understood why Noddy was
overheating when I stopped, got out to raise the hood and saw my spotlights on. The crowd were yelling about
the big puddle of antifreeze on the road but when Noddy cooled down a bit and we got going again we got a
tremendous cheer!!! We did finish and caught up with the rest of the MG crowd at the lunch spot.
And now for something completely different. Saturday, 10th December was the date for the annual Hog Valley
Christmas parade. Noddy and the two of us have been
participating in this parade since it began four years
ago. Hog Valley is a small rural community not far
north of Ocala and they have their Christmas parade as
a fund raiser so they can provide the local children
with toys. The parade begins at the Fire Station and
ends at the community center about one half mile
away. Then they cook and sell hamburgers in the
center and give all the children a toy. They charge $10
to enter the parade and all this money goes to the
children. The RV club that we belong to have our
Christmas campout not far from here, and as well as
Noddy, we also enter a float which we decorate and
one of our members sings country songs during the
parade. We all distribute beads and candy to the
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Dave & Rosemary Knight
Tim & Sherrie Fitzpatrick

spectators, especially the children. The parade entrants
are a mixed bunch, fire engines, the local school band,
some antique American muscle cars, the Harley
Davidson motorcycle group, clowns, tractors, various
trailers with Santa etc.
A good time is had by all and it is for a worthy cause.
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John Hessey
Nancy Nick
Prudy Olson
John Nick
Derek Kirby
Albert Leung
Marion Mason
Fred Humberstone
Joyce Lutz
Ron Cayer
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January 2012
Bold type is club sponsored event.
1: The President's 2nd annual First Drive. See flyer below.. This event is being planned by Fiona and Phil Ross.
4: Board of Directors Meeting, location TBA. 7 pm.
11: Regular Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ The Hangar
Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First Street SE, St.
Petersburg, FL 33701. 727-823-7767

February
8: Regular Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ The Hangar
Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First Street SE, St.
Petersburg, FL 33701. 727-823-7767

March
14: Regular Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ The Hangar
Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First Street SE, St.
Petersburg, FL 33701. 727-823-7767

If anyone has any suggestions for an event
or Breakfast Club spot, please contact one of
the officers or a board member.
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P O Box 61273
St Petersburg, FL 33784-1273

Upcoming Events
January 2012
1: The President's 2nd annual First Drive. Details to
come. This event is being planned by Fiona and Phil
Ross.
4: Board of Directors Meeting, location TBA. 7 pm.
11: Regular Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ The Hangar Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First Street SE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701. 727-823-7767

February
8: Regular Business Meeting 7:30 p.m. @ The Hangar
Restaurant & Lounge, 540 First Street SE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701. 727-823-7767
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